I also take cognizance of the fact that for no discern-
able reason the 1982 budget for the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Review Commission was slashed by 28%, from $4.3
million to $3.1 million, and that the Commission, which is a
vital link in the enforcement effort, suffered a 28% reduction
in its support staff and administrative law judges.  This
crippling blow to the prompt adjudication of enforcement
cases will seriously disrupt the Commission's already limited
ability to protect miners and to afford operators a forum
for expedited determination of their challenges to erroneous
closure orders and other enforcement actions.

In the face of the rising rate of institutional man-
slaughter, the calls for further deregulation and relaxation
of the enforcement effort seem unreal, if not morally
irresponsible. 13/  Several statistical studies have found
that safety improves with the frequency of federal inspec-
tions.  147  A study of 539 bituminous underground coal
mines producing more than 100,000 tons annually indicated a

13/  The importance of the federal enforcement effort is
well recognized by the miners, especially the nonunion
miners.  As one West Virginia miner put it, "The only thing
keeping the rock off your back when yourre two miles under-
ground is Government regulations."  See ''Miners, Mr. President,
Are Not Slag", Op. Ed. Page, N.Y. Times, Sunday, January 24,
1982.

14/  Low Productivity in American Goal Mining: Causes and
Cures"GAO Rpt. EMD 81-17, March 3, 1981, at 55-56.  furloughed. reduce  disasterous
